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/V\ AJOft JOHN HAULER U.S. CAVALRY, WAS 
tHJ KNOWN FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER 
TO SIOUX COUNTRY AS "HARD LUCK" 
HAN LEY. FOR A TROOPER TO SERVE 
UNDER HIS GWDCNS WAS TO RISK ALMOST 
CERTAIN DEATH, A GOOD OFFICER. THE 
MAJOR FOUND HIMSELF A CONSTANT 
YICTfM OF INDIAN ATTACKS. AND THEN 
RE0MASK RODE TO JOIN HIS COMMAND AND 
DISCOVER THE STRANGE SECRET BEHIND- 



fhe«s7Ci3f'«f 



HANLEY 






WttHSOQ* ^r 



® 



WO MEN FLEE FOR THEJR LIVES ACROSS THE 
SALT FLATS BELOW THE RIPSAW MOUNTAIN RANGE... 




FOR ^EARS BAD LUCK HAS 

DOGGED MS! NOW lT r 5 GOING TO 

CATCH UP TO ME FOR GOOD/ 




RED MASS, &*ut« 
7, N. T, D*V**.d 
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Fur* Pl»<*», Kf* t*r 



UDDENLY A CRiMSON HOftSEMtfN HURTLES FROM Th£ 

SHADOWS OF j 

HU' V ELVASUBRO 




SaTEK AS THE MAJOR RfDES IHTQ THE FORT] HARD g§6DM ASK MtX.ES IN WITH THE MEN, ASHfNG 
V LOOHS AND SCOWLS FOlLCW HIS PROGRESS,., 



QUESTIONS 



HAKD LUCK XWEGOTONLVA 
HANLEV HIMSElF/JfiFTY-FJ^TY 
IVMAT A TOUGH < CHANCE TO 
K BREAK ^^fOR US' J STAY ALIVE 
WITH him 
LEADING US/ 




"THE BLACKFEET ANNIHILATED 
HIS TROOP ALONG THE ROSEBUD.' 



After mess call, redmask 
prepares to take a shower- 




f <i 



AN mm SILVER DOLLAR! 
iWHEW - THAT'S A MIGHTY 
RARE COIN.' IT MUST HME 
FWLLEN rw MY BOOT WHEN 
I HELPED CORPORAL TJLTON 
PICKUP HIS LIFE'S 
SAVINGS/ 






tf V THANKS, REDMASK I "\Y FORY/ARcT^ 
NOW THAT WE KNOW WHERE * ATTHE&AUQP- 
THEY ARE, LET'S SO GET 'EM/ A W/ 



fLTj 

1/UAYING BEEN DISCOVERER THE -APACHES DO 
MOT STAY TO FIGHT/ 




fJOR THREE WEEHS.THE APACHES 
\p ROVE THE COUNTRYSIDE. IN 
DESPERATION, tfAjCR HANLEY 
ORDERS OUT NtS ENTIRE COMMAND-.. 




W£YL CATCH 

[them or Die 

TRVIMG.' 




>:- 




fi\T A HOQU CAMF? REDMA5K JOINS 
THE TROOPS... 

SPLENDID 

CORPORAL! 



SIR JF REDM4SK 
WOULD SERVE AS 
SCOUT WITH US, 
WE WIGHT DO 
BETTER THAN 
WE HAVE BEEN 
DOING. 





Hearer awo nearer their rendezvous with 
destiny rides the u-5. cavalrv detail out of 

FORT DANGER.,- 





Suddenly from the rocky he&hts above the hidden iwdians- 
FORONcejrs the 

APACHES WHO ARE 
CAUGHT IN A TRAP/ 



D N 



SUDDEN REALIZATION OP THE 
TRICK THAT HAS BEEN 
PLACED ON HIM, VINCENTS 
F1EHRO LEAPS TO THE GROUND - 




he used a new silver dollar 
to flash "sun messages 1 ' 

TOVINCENTE. HE'S 0EEN 
BETRAYING YOU FOP YEARS, 
SW WHEN I FOUND AN /904 
SILVER DOLLAR THAT BELONGED 

tohim, r got suspicious; 



A TELEGRAM 
TO HEADQUARTERS 
PRODUCED INFORMATION 
THAT A COIN -COLL ECTOR 
MAD SEEN A VICTIM OF AN 
APACHE RAID. THE APACHES 
PAID fOUR AIDE TO BETR^ VOU 
MTH HIS COIN COLLECTION/ ALL 
I HAD TO DO THEN WAS WATCH 
HIM AND LEARN FRQM HIS "SUN 
MESSAGES" MERE THE 
TRAP WOULD CLAMP SHUT/ 



TJhERE ARE TEARS IN MAJOR 
HANLEY'5 EVES AS HE HEARS HIS 
MEN CHEERING HIM FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN HiS Llf E/ 





m 



HAVE YOU EVER KNOWN ANYONE SO CLUMSY H£ CANT GET OUT OP HIS OWN WAV? IF 
YOU HAVE YOU CAN SYMPATHIZE WITH ftEDMASK WHEN HE FINDS HJMSELF SfDED 
BY YOUNG BfLLY SAGE, COUSIN OF 6EN SAGE, SHERIFF OF BULLET. FOR WHEN SILLY 
WEARS THE IAWBAQGE DUPING SHERIFF BEN 4 S ABSENCE, OWLHOOTS AND GUNTHROIVERS 
DISCOVER THAT EVEN REDMASK \5 




HELPLESS TO OFFSET THE CLUMSINESS OF — 

tJie&ft stitnte Sherif f 




A STAB OF THE HAND FOR THE COFFEE- 
POT A HURRJED GRIP THAT SLIPS, AND— 




/*AT THAT SAME MOMBUT IN T 

TOWN OF SULLET- 



K£EP,AN EVE 
ON BILLY, ABD 





HAT NIGHT, AS THE TEMPORARY SHERIFF 
MAKE HIS ROUNDS- 

■ 




j^Igulp:- s- somebody <s 
inside, robbing the gold 

IN THE ASSAY OFFlCg/ 







nr r 





/jjTTfl ACTED 6V SILLV'S WILD HELP, REDMAS* 
HURTLES FORWARDS — 





TH6V DID? 
THAT'S 

GOOD 

HEWS! 



ASA WATT6R OF STRICT PACT- 
THEV DIDN'T LEAVE A THINS f BUT 
THAT'S WHAT WE WAhW THEM TO 
THINK * GET OVER TO THE MEWS- -<J 
PAPER OFFICE AND TELL EDITOR 
RAYMONDS 7D RUN A STORY LIKE 
THAT IN THE ^^^m^^PAPE^ 




(j)veRCOME &VITH ADMIRATION, VQUNO BILLY TELLS 
THE EDITOR -AND EVERYBODY ELSE IN BULLET- 
THE TRICK RE DM ASK 
INTENDS TO PLAY,. 




^LWANSINAHUfiRY, 
9WFTY JACMSON 
SPARES NEITHER 
SPUR NOR SOUJRT 
AS HE URGES HJF 
PONY ACROSS THE 
CACTUS 

FLATS... 




/j) GOPHER HOLE, A HOOF WlVeN 
DEEP AND- J 




CJbE FOLLOWING NIGHT AS REDWASK AND0ILLY 
IJgAGE WAIT JM THE ASSAY OFFICE, DEKE AND 
SA'IFTY RANSACK THE SAFE OP THE FEED-AMD* 

GRAIN STORE.., 



LITTLE PITTANCE DOWN THE STflSfir- 





STOP SWfNGINS THAT 
ROPE, BILL^/ THEY'RE 
OUT OF S?SNT by 
THIS TIME-' 



S'POSE THEY TURN 
AROUND AND COME 
BACK? THEN I'LL 
BE READY FOR 'EM/ 





I'VE GOT TO ^| 


^BILLY. I 


SET HfM OUT 


HAVE A VERY 


OF THE WAY SO 


*) IMPORTANT 


I CAW 60 AFTER 


*\ job fop; 


THOSE HOMBflES 


< YOU TO DO/ 


ALONE! BUT I 


T RfDE THE 


CAN'T HURT HIS j 


y TRAIN TO 


FEEUWGS/ -f 


ARROYO SAP 




IN THE 


'ttr> 


MORNING/ 


^5V 


^^^A ^M 



/■: 



OKAY/ 

I'LL GO 
GET BREAK- 
FAST WE GOT 
AN HOUR OR 
MORE TO WA IX 
ANYHOW/ 




^URlOUS. YOUNG BILLY GAGE 

V TOUCHES THIS LEVER AMD 

THAT UNTIL HE ACCIDENTALLY 

LEAKS AGAINST THE MOST 

rMPORTAMT ONE OF ALL,' 



c? 



ITH A CMOS AND A CREAK 
OF AXLES, THE BIG DIAMOND- 
STACK BEGINS TO MOVE ^ . 





GRADUALLY THE 8rG CANN0N8ALL EXPRESS 
PICKS UP SPEED, UNTIL SOON IT 15 ROCKET- 
ING DOWNGRADE ATA FANTASTIC SPEED/ 




f N THE MEANTIME, REDMASK IS OW HIS 
WAS TO THE SMALL PATTERSON RANCH 
IN THE RIPSAW FOOTHILLS.- 



OWE OF THOSE OUTLAWS LAST NI9HT 
WAS RIDING JOE PATTERSON'S PIEBALD 
PONY' I'D KNOW THAT HORSE ANY- 
WHERE/ HE MUST HAVE HURT HIS OWN 
BRONC, BUT BY 30ING5O, 

> TPPED ME OFF AS TO IVHERE 

f THEY'RE HIDING OUT/< 












[T THE PATTERSON RANCH- 




KEEP RIDING, ^\ Y SB AH! IF 
RATTERSON.' YOU'RE W RE DM ASK GETS 
COMING ALONG AS / TOO CLOSE, YOUR 
■ V A HOSTAGE/ / V LUCKRUNSOUT/ 




•LIT ACROSS THE SR^ZELANO OF THE 
p-SAft-R INTO THE FOOTHILLS, THEM 
rNTO THE GULLIES LINING THE RAIL- 
ROAD TRACKS THE CHASE CONTINUES.., 

'light DOWN/ red-^I 

MASK WILL BE RIGHT 
BEHIND U5< MEBBE 
WE CAM SURPRISE 




^5 THE MASKED RIDER OF THE RfO GRANDE GALLOPS 




J§ND THEN, ROCKING AROUND DE*D 
LOW BEN0 4 MOPE THAW AN HOUR 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE, COMBS THE 

BIS CANNONBALL EXPRESS/ 





VOL! STOP THE TRAIN ~ 
By APPLVIMG THE BRAKE- 
LIKE THIS/ NOW GET OUT 
OF MY WAY WHILE 1 BACK 
UP THE CANNONBALL TO 
WHERE THOSE OWL- 
HOOTS ARE. J 





/jj FEW MOMENTS tATER- 



TOO 
LATE NOW, 
SOYS/ 
VOU'RE 
UNDER 
ARREST/ 




EXT MORNING, IN .THE SHERIFF 5 OFFICE IN 8ULLET- 



COUSIN ) I COULDN'T STAY AWAY ANY "\ I'LL BE HONEST 
BEN/ /LONGER.' 1 WAS GETTING SO J SHERIFF, 1 SURE 
RESTLESS MY VACATION WdS ^ AM GLAD TO SEE 
JKMMG^fi Ifc ME MORE HARM j YOU/ WELCOME 
THAN GOOD/ / HOME/ 



^ 



> 



^ 
* 



JT WAS POOR PIE FOR 7W PRESTO Hi& THAT PARK WESTERN NIGHT,' AND TO MAKE 
THE EERIE FEAT UPON WHICH Ht&LfFE DEPENDED DOUBLY HARP, PRESTO V4#b BUNpFOLDED; 
READ HOWTHE GREAT LAWMAN- P*A©1CIAN MADE HIS ENEMY FLOAT IN THE AIR i ^NPREAP 
HOW HE PIP IT, SO VOU YOJJ&Snr CAM PERFORM THE SAME TRICK WlTHVOUR FRIENDS! 





HEV! SOME FOOL *^ THAT 
TENDERFOOT FORGOT/ FIRE IS A 



TO DRAW THE 
POWDER WAGON ID 
THE MIDDLE OF THE 
CIRCLE! 



ONLY 
TWO 
WAGONS 
AVJAV,,, 
AND ITS 
PREADIN 1 





I'LL WAGER YOU'RE 6LAPNQW } 
THAT YOU HEEPEP MV COUNSEL *~\ 
TO TAKE TO THE WAR PACT H , BLACK j 
THUNDER" JUST A FEW MORE < 
RAIO& LIKE THIS ONE— AND THE 
TERRITORY WILL BELONG TO 
YOUR PEOPLE AGAIN I 









THAT EXPLOSION 
WA€> BEHIND US 
NOT INSIPE THE 
WASON CIRCLE 1 



lVVF j 



r /r's ths 

RRESTO 



\l*' 




THAT GIANT FIRECRACKER 

GOT THE THREE OP THEM 

TO LOOK MY WAY i 




fHE RENE6APE,MAHLOW,L5TW6 
FIRST TO WRENCH HIS E YE^> FREE 
OF PRECTO' S COMPELLING STABEi 
BUT THEN — 




AC 
IT'5 

NOWHERE 








>Js THE WAR PARTY DRAWS 

BACK—^,^^ V-t^- V— 

MEYITHAT HOR^E 
TS GOIN' RIGHT THROUGH 
THE FLAMES". LIKE THEY 
W£#CM*T Ttf&f* AT ALL » 






AHP SO THE PRESTO WIP ESCAPES1 BUT 
4 FENW PAYS LATER, A SMALL PARTY OF 
IMDIAN^ MOUNT A RAID ON AH OUTLYING 
RANCW — 




This is the heart of presto country 
where the great lawmam- magician 

"WHO NEVER PACK*i OUK1S tfEBPS CONSTANT 
N/tQIL A6A1HST EV>L 1 AND SO 



U^ UJ ' 

HERE COMES PRESTO - 
RIC3HT INTO OUR TRAP 1 
A^ SOON AS HE RlpES %Y, 
JUMP HtM t 





fHE PRESTO KIP PUTS UP 
A60OD FlGHT-BUTHE IS 

OUT NUMBERED,,,,- ^-— " 

KEEPA 




£ATER-/ T TOLPVOLtXD 
^>W^ BRING A SURPRISE 
'BACK IF YOU LET ME LEAD 
THE WAR PARTY TODAY/ 
CHIEFS ANPNOWVOU'LL 
SEE HOW VDU MEED NEVER 
HAVE FEARED PRESTO'S 
MAGlC 



STOPi I HAVE SEEN HIS- 
MAGIC AND KNOW IT TO SE 
STROKGi HOW POVYE KNOW 
WHAT CURSE WILL FALL ON 
MV PEOPLE IF YOU SLAY HIMT 




PONT BE A FOOL 1 IF I'VE TOLD YOU - 
OWCE/T'VETOLDYOU A HUNDRED i 
TIMES — PRESTO 1 S NOTHING BUT 
A CRUDE MAGICIAN WHO MAKES HlSj 
TRICKS LOOK IMPRESSIVE BY ^ 
MEANS OF HYPNOTISM 1 



HE'S* THE FOOL. CHIEF, 
4ND X CAN PROVE IT ' 




I'LL MAKE HIM FLOAT 
RIGHT UPOFFTWE 
GROUND i AWDTO 
PROVE IT l S NOT JUST A 
HYPNOTIC EYE-TR1CW, 
ILL DO IT 
BLIND FOLD EDI 



po a^vou 
say/ presto- 

^ AND YDU WILL GOj 
FREE I FAIL— 
AND YOU 
\WIUL DIE! 



FAIR ENOUGH !,» JUST LET 
ME SIT ALONE \N ONS OF 
YOUR TENTS TILL QUSK 1 
THE MAGIC- POWER HA<BTG 

BUILD UP INSIDE ME I 



;* 1 



rsx 




I CONVINCED THE CH^F 
THAT IT V/OULD BE 
FOOLHARDY TO HAVE 
YOU SIT dLONE , PRESTO 1 








Supplied the e*tra pair 
of boots t neeped1 tied 

TO TNWO PADDETD-UP STlCVeS, 
THeV LOOKED LIKE REAL 



,;TME PHONY LE6S \YERE 
OUT OF SIGHT NNHEN 
MARLOW FIRST LAV POVJlsH, 
BUT AS eOON AS THE 
BLANKET VYAS PRAPED 
ONJER HIM- 



„,THEN, SKIITH MARLOW 
FOLLOWING THE ORDERS 
I'D GWEU MtM ^NSIPETHE 
TENT/ THE REST SWA% 
EASY! 
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MEH A BAND Of ARMED BAUQiTS 
SET OUT TO HOB THE POOREST— 
AND PROUDEST/ — MAN IN ALL THE 
BULLET COUNTRY, REDMASK HURTLES 
INTO ACTION. MEN DO NOT 5TEAL 
WORTHLESS THINGS.., 7ET OOH ESTEBAN 
JOSE MIRANDA CARLOS ESPWOZA QWHS 
NOTHING IMORTH ROBBING/ WHAT ARE 
THE MASHED MEN AFTER? THAT 
QUESTION BOTHERS REPtf ASK UNTIL HE 
SOLVES THE RtOOLE OF — 



THE WlKDOWn 

TREASURE! 




^™ 

I AM JN HURRY TO TELLIN6 ^ 
NOU-' SEEX BESS MEH-lveETH 
FOUR SUNS EACH/ -ARE HOLD 
ME UP/ WHO EES THEIR CHIEF ?- 
BLACK JACK HEEGAN/ 




FORGIVE ME h DON 

esTee^N-suT i 

DIDNT KNOW YOU 
HAD ANYTHING 
WORTH STEALING 



wy art treasures; ^ 
they steal my velasquez 
masterpieces, my hidden 
horde of gold coims. i 
lose everything, before 

i am rich, now, 




4^5 DON 65TESAN GALLOPS 
OFF; THE BLACK PHAmOtA 

RETURM5 FROM COURT WHERE 
SHE HAS SEEM TESTIFYING — 



THE LiTTLE FAKER/ ^^B 
THERE WASN'T AMY ROBBERY^ 
ATALL. HE'S JUST DCfNG THIS 
TO 'SAVE FACE'- NOW HE'LL 

HAVE AN EXCUSE TO SAY HE 
HAS NO AWNEY. 




HOW^ 


^ because i^ 


, DO YOU 


) CAPTURED THE 


KNOW 4 


/MAN HE CLAIMED 


THERE 


\ ROBBED HIM— 


WAS NO 


\ LAST WEEK.' 


ROBBERY ?/ BLACK JACK 




/keegan hag 




BEEN IN THE 


\J^^H 


ARROYO JAIL FOR 




- THE LAST EfGHT 


jjf^* 


^ OAYS. r .^ 








flp 


1^ 


*B 1^^^. 



r JUST THE SAME^'LLPAVA^I 
VISIT TO THE ESFINOZA HACIENDA 
ANP PLAY ALONG WJTB 




17) 

JjEDMASK IS A WELCOME SJGHT AT THE FINE 
OLD SPANISH HACIENDA.. 





|IS ALERT BiBS MOVING £RQM RJNTLOCK PiSTOL TO MODEL CANNONS TO AN 
REDMASK MOVES THROUGH THE BIG DiSPLAV ROOM.. . 



ATCHLOCKS 







T 



& DUSK CLOSES I N OVER THE WESTERN MLL 

COUNTRY— ^ iin 7 
' HANDS 




tf^T THAT MOMENT, FROM THE FflON CT ILLS BALCONY- 

\oURE WRONG, DON 
E6T6BAN/ VOU DO HAVE 




I 



TUN MED BY THE GLAD NEWS, 
FILLED IVlTH THE COURAGE OP 
A LIOW, DON ESTES^N HURTLES 
FORWARD, EVES 

CLOSED. S 



& 





|N THE HfGH HILL5 8EV0ND THE HACIENDA, 4W HOUR LATER 
REDMASK MAKES A OARfNG LEAP OUTWARD INTO SPACE — 





AS THE MASHED BANDITS BOUND A 
CURVE OF THE NARROW TRAIL, THEY FIND 
THE CRIMSON MANHUNTER ON ONE KNEE, 
GUN OUT WAITING FOR THEM— . 

^ HOW'D 
HE G£T 
AHEAD 
OF=U5? 



LITTLE LATER, ALONG THE 
i TRA^TO BULLET. 





# 



ATER,ATTHE 

■ ESPiNOTA A OROPT 

IACIENDA™ /MANUEL! 

UP.' THAT" 




IT'S THOSE OLD- 
TIME PJ5TOL5, DON 
ESTEBANL YOU 
SEE-TtfEY 
AREN'T P/STOLS 
AT ALU 




BACH OF THESE THINSS, 
AND THOSE MODEL CANNONS- 
ARE SOLID GOLD/ THAT 
ANCESTOR OFVOORS WHO 
CAME FROM SPAIN TO THE NEW 
WORLD MUST HAVE BEEN FLEE- 
ING FOR HIS LIFE, HE CHOSE 
THI5 METHOD OP MELTING 
DOWN HS FORTUNE AND 
BRINGING IT WITH HIML 



%4 



N 



/*U 




1 



